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SUB J : COMMUNIQUE FROM PRESIDENCY 
REF: PANAMA 5858 

SUMMARY: PANAMA CITY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED OCTOBER 8 A 
COMMUNIQUE FROM THE INFORMATION OFFICE OF PRESIDENCY WHICH 
STATED PRESIDENT LAKAS IS ENJOYING "EXCELLENT HEALTH" AND HAS 
NO INTENTION OF RESIGNING OFFICE. THE COMMUNIQUE WAS INTENDED 
TO QUELL RAMPANT RUMORS THAT PRESIDENT WOULD RESIGN. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. FULL TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE FOLLOWS: QUOTE THE OFFICE OF 
INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS OF THE PRESIDENCY HEREBY 
ADVISES THE PUBLIC IN GENERAL THAT HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC, ENGINEER DEMETRIO B. LAKAS, IS ENJOYING 
EXCELLENT HEALTH AND IS ATTENDING TO THE OFFICIAL AFFAIRS 
INHERENT TO HIS HIGH CONSTITUTIONAL RANK. 

ALSO, IT ADVISES THAT HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT WILL 
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BY THE ASSEMBLY OF COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES, IN 
RECOGNITION OF HIS HONESTY AND LOYALTY TO THE POSTULATES 
OF THE REVOLUTION. 

THIS COMMUNIQUE IS ISSUED BY VIRTUE OF THE LARGE 

NUMBER OF CALLS MADE TO THIS OFFICE ON THE SUBJECT. UNQUOTE 

2. ANOTHER COMMUNIQUE SIGNED BY MARCELINO JAEN IN HIS 
CAPACITY AS COORDINATOR OF NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WAS 
ALSO PUBLISHED OCTOBER 8. JAEN'S COMMUNIQUE WAS INTENDED 

TO CALM FEARS AND SPECULATION WHICH A CLANDESTINE DOCUMENT 
PURPORTING TO BE A DRAFT BILL TO CREATE A NEW UNIFIED PENSION 
SYSTEM HAD BEEN CAUSING. ALTHOUGH JAEN'S DOCUMENT DID NOT 
DENY THAT GOP MIGHT BE CONTEMPLATING CHANGES IN 
PENSION AND RETIREMENT SYSTEM FOR GOP EMPLOYEES, IT DID 
ASSERT THAT BEFORE ANY SUCH PROPOSALS WOULD BE SUBMITTED TO 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FOR ENACTMENT INTO LAW, EXTENSIVE 
CONSULTATION, AS REQUIRED BY THE CONSTITUTION, WOULD BE 
CARRIED OUT WITH THE AFFECTED SECTORS OF SOCIETY. 

3. EACH YEAR AS OCTOBER 1 1 APPROACHES NUMEROUS RUMORS 
GET STARTED CONCERNING PLANS OR CHANGES IN THE GOP AND AS 
THEY CIRCULATE THEY ARE EMBELLISHED UPON AND EXPANDED. SOME 
OF THE RUMORS ARE CLEARLY INTENDED BY THEIR ORIGINATORS 

TO UNDERMINE PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN GOP AND CREATE GENERAL 
STATE OF TENSION. THIS YEAR.THE RUMOR THAT PRESIDENT LAKAS 
WOULD RESIGN WAS BEING ACCEPTED AS TRUTH BY MANY PEOPLE AND 
WAS CAUSING CONCERN. THE PRESIDENCY'S COMMUNIQUE 
SHOULD SERVE TO KILL THIS RUMOR. 

JORDEN 
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